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INTRODUCTION

The Massoretico-Critical edition of the Hebrew Bible is based on the
Received Text (Textus Receptus), namely that of the Second Rabbinic Bible
prepared by Jacob ben Chayim in 1524-25 which was faithfully preserved
by Dr Christian David Ginsburg and published in 1894 by the Trinitarian
Bible Society in London. Both the text and the numerous footnotes found in
Ginsburg’s Major and Minor Editions published by the British and Foreign
Bible Society for its Centenary were also extensively used in the preparation
of this volume.

The main features of this edition are as follows:

e No variations, however strongly supported by the Hebrew manuscripts
and printed editions have been introduced into the text but were rele-
gated to the margins and the footnotes.

e The footnotes contain important information about the textual vari-
ants and facts from the printed Massorah preserved from perdition by
Jacob ben Chayim and Dr. Ginsburg. The total number of footnotes
in this revision is 4507.

e This is a very traditional ancient Massoretic text, which understands
and abides by the strict rules of transmitting the Hebrew Scriptu-
res down through the centuries. Thus, features include the correct
display of closed and open sections, sedarim, parashiyot, large and
small letters, dotted letters, inverted nun, the correct use of Raphe and
the accents, the Massoretic summaries associated with the parashiyot
and books of the Torah, etc.

e While the modern divisions of chapters and verses are noted for the
sake of convenient reference, the text is arranged according to the an-
cient chapters and sectional divisions of the Massorah and the MSS.,
which are thus restored.

e Massoretic summaries at the end of each book are for the first time
(in a Hebrew Bible edition as far as I know) given with their English
translations.

e We uniformly reproduce the Dageshed and Raphed letters, which are
found in all the best Massoretic Manuscripts, but which have been
omitted in all the current printed editions of the Hebrew Bible.

e The ancient Massoretic chapters, called Sedarim, are also indicated
in the margins against their respective places.

e In the Massoretic summaries for individual parashiyot of the Torah
the signs found in Jacob ben Chayim’s Second Rabbinic Bible 1524-
25 (first printed Hebrew Bible with the Massorah) are given in addition
to the standard signs usually found in the standard Codices.
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It is well known that in the printed Texts the variations called Kethiv
and Keri are marked by the word in the Text (Kethiv) having the vowel-
points belonging to the word in the margin (Keri). This produces
hybrid forms, which are a grammatical enigma to the Hebrew student.
But in this Edition the words in the Text thus affected (Kethiv) are left
unpointed, and in the margin the two readings are for the first time
given with their respective vowel-points.

The footnotes contains the various readings of the different Standard
codices which are quoted in the Massorah itself, but which have long
since perished.

It gives the various readings found in the Manuscripts and Ancient
Versions.

It gives the readings of the Eastern and Western Schools against those
words which are affected by them; lists of which are preserved, and
given in the Model Codices and in certain special Manuscripts.

It also gives, against the affected words, the variations between Ben-
Asher and Ben-Naphtali, hitherto not indicated in the footnotes of
printed editions. These had been consigned to the end of the large Edi-
tions of the Bible which contain the Massorah of Jacob ben Chayim.

It gives, in some instances, readings of the Ancient Versions which
are not supported by Manuscript authority.

It gives, for the first time, the class of various readings called Sevirin
against every word affected by them. These Sevirin in many Manu-
scripts are given as the substantive textual reading, or as of equal
importance with the official Keri. These readings have been collected
from numerous Manuscripts.

Quotations from the Ancient Editions, such as the Septuagint, are
translated into Biblical Hebrew. This is done to avoid frequent switch-
ing between Semitic and non-Semitic languages in the footnotes which
increases fatigue of the eyes. This edition is designed to be read daily
and not to gather dust on a book shelf as a “reference for scholar
only”.

This is an open, collaborative project. Anyone/everyone is encouraged to

download the latest version of tnk.pdf, to read it, use it, and to proofread
it. If anyone has suggestions for footnotes or important variant readings
with support from manuscripts or ancient printed editions, these will be
considered. Rather than slavishly adopt a particular codex such as Aleppo
or Leningrad (B19A) as the “correct” version or the “original” text, this edi-
tion takes the approach of not abandoning the traditional Rabbinic text and,
instead, putting all known variant readings in the footnotes and letting the
reader weigh up the evidence accordingly.
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This work takes the BFBS and TBS editions of Ginsburg’s Massoretico-
Critical edition of the Hebrew Bible as a useful starting point because they
are of much better quality than any other existing or past edition (which I
have examined), and in many ways this work can be considered a corrected
and expanded version of Ginsburg’s work. A PDF version with the latest cor-
rections and footnotes is available for download from the Bibles.org.uk
website.

The type-setting of the Hebrew text in the traditional way is enormously
complex, and this project uses modern state-of-the-art methods of doing
this, including TgX, pdfI4TX, Tigwah, GNU sed, GNU flex and other text
processing tools running under GNU Linux operating system.

The words which have a textual variant note are marked with the circle
above the letter affected by the variant. In cases where the circle above the
affected letter would be obscured by a vowel or an accent, it was shifted to
one of the nearby letters.

Numerous printed editions of the Hebrew Bible were consulted for proof-
reading the base text of this edition. Namely, those of Snaith, Letteris, Keter
Yerushalayim, Stone, BHS, BHK, Koren, Kennicott-DeRossi’s variants, Ja-
cob ben Chayim’s 1524-25 Second Rabbinic Bible, Complutensian Polyglot
and others were used. Also, extensive use of the manuscript facsimiles,
such as the Aleppo Codex, Leningrad Codex, Lisbon Codex and many oth-
ers was made.

I endeavored to create a compact and pleasant to read edition which
can be used by every believer who loves the LorDp and desires to keep all his
commandments given to our fathers by the hand of Moses and to search
out the deep things of God foretold by the prophets. What I did not try
to accomplish was to embed the Massorah apparatus into the footnotes of
this work. It properly belongs to be bound in separate volumes, as was
already done by Dr C.D. Ginsburg in his “Massorah compiled from the
Manuscripts”.

The electronic (PDF) version of this work has the following additional
features compared to the printed version:

e Each chapter of the Bible can be listened to while reading, by clicking
on the chapter number (Hebrew letter) in the margin. This feature is
portable across Linux, Mac and Windows platforms and is supported
by the Adobe Acrobat Reader 5.0 and later.

e There is a bookmark for every book and every chapter within a book
to allow quick navigation of the text using a PDF viewer.

e There are hyperlinked references in the massoretic summaries at the
end of each book which can be clicked to jump at the corresponding
place in the Text.

e The page numbers in the Table of Contents are hyperlinks which can
be followed in a PDF viewer.

e The Biblical Genealogy is presented in the form of a PDF bookmark



tree. Following a bookmark in this tree brings up the verse describing
the birth and naming of the corresponding person.

e A separate “pure consonantal” version is also available from our web-
site which was produced from the same machine-readable text auto-
matically.

May the LorD God of hosts use our labours of love to open the eyes of
many in Israel that they may come to know the glory of their own people and
the light to lighten the Gentiles. First and foremost, I thank the Lorbp God of
Israel for graciously providing everything his servant needed for preserving
his precious words in this generation.

It is my pleasure to acknowledge the helpful contributions from the
following people (in alphabetical order by first name): Andreas Matthias,
Anoush Yavrian, Donald Arseneau, Duane D. Miller, Eric Browning, Ewan
MacLeod, Heiko Oberdiek, Jonathan Melville, Kirk Lowery, Mario Valente,
Mark E. Shoulson, Reinhard Kotucha, Ricardo Shahda, Ron Stewart, Saul
Levin, Sebastian Rahtz, Stefano Scaglione, Vladimir Volovich and Yannis
Haralambous.

Tigran Aivazian
London, England.

THE HEBREW ALPHABET

consists of 22 (2x11) letters, so the 5 finals were added to make up
three series of 9, or 27 in all:

Aleph XN = 1 Yod K = 10 Koph P = 100
Beth 2 2 Kaph D = 20 Resh 2 = 200
Gimel X 3 Lamed 9 = 30 Shin ¥ = 300
Daleth 9 4 Mem B = 40 Tau N = 400
He b 5 Nun 3> = 50 Kaphfinal T = 500
Vau ) 6 Samech D = 60 Mem final o = 600
Zayin ! 7 Ayin Y = 70 Nun final 1 = 700
Cheth N 8 Pe B = 80 Pefinal R = 800
Teth B = 9 Tsade ¥ = 90 Tsadefinal y = 900



MSS. of entire Bibles and Portions thereof.

No. Description Date Content
1 N Or. 4445 circa 820-50 Pentateuch
2 | 3 | St. Petersburg dated 916 Latter Prophets
3 b Reuchlin No. 2 dated 1105 Earlier and Latter Prophets
4 bl Harley 5720 circa 1100-1120 | Earlier and Latter Prophets
5| 7 | Ar. Or. 16 circa 1120 Prophets and Hagiographa
6 ) Oriental 1467 circa 1150 Leviticus, Deuteronomy
7 ! Add. 21161 circa 1150 Prophets and Hagiographa
8| n Or. 2363 circa 1150-1200 | Pentateuch
9 ¥ | Add. 9403 circa 1160-1200 | Pentat., Haph., Megilloth, Job, etc.
10 ’ Add. 4708 circa 1180-1200 | Latter Prophets
11 | 8 | Add. 15451 circa 1200 Bible
12 | 2° | Ar. Or. 2 dated 1216 Pentateuch, Haphtaroth, Megilloth
13 | ¥ | Harley 5710-11 | circa 1230 Bible
14 | T | Or. 2201 dated 1246 Bible
15 | W | Add. 9399 circa 1250 Latter Prophets, Hagiographa
16 | '® | Add. 9400 circa 1250 Pentateuch, Megilloth, Haphtaroth
17 | ™ | Add. 15250 circa 1250 Bible
18 | m | Add. 15282 circa 1250-80 Pentateuch, Megilloth, Haphtaroth
19 | ®» | Add. 9401-2 dated 1286 Pentat., Megil., Haph., Hagiogr., etc.
20 pu Paris N.L. dated 1286 Bible
21 | 8D | Add. 14760 dated 1293 Earlier and Latter Prophets
22 | 30 | Harley 1528 circa 1300 Bible
23 | 10 | Add. 21160 circa 1300 Pentateuch, Haphtaroth, Megilloth
24 | 92 | Or. 4427 circa 1300 Bible
25 | M3 | Or. 1478 circa 1300 Prophets and Hagiographa
26 | D | Or. 2091 circa 1300 Prophets and Hagiographa
27 | 13 | Add. 9398 circa 1300 Prophets and Hagiographa
28 | M3 | Add. 9405-6 dated 1309 Jeremiah, Job and Megilloth
29 | ¥ | Add. 10455 dated 1311 Pentateuch, Megilloth, etc.
30 | 5 | Berlin1 dated 1343 Bible
31 | 85 | or. 2696 circa 1300-1350 | Pentateuch, Megilloth, Haphtaroth
32 | 25 | Add. 9404 circa 1350 Pentateuch, Megilloth, Haphtaroth
33 | 35 | Add. 9407 circa 1350 Pentateuch, Haphtaroth
34 | 5 | Add. 15252 circa 1350 Bible
35 | > Homburg No. 1 | circa 1350 Pentat., Megilloth, Haphtaroth, Job
36 | © | King’s 1 dated 1385 Bible
37 | & Harley 5774-5 dated 1396 Prophets and Hagiographa
38 | > | Add. 19776 dated 1396 Pentateuch, Megilloth, Haphtaroth
39 | v5 | Or. 2350 dated 1408-9 Pentateuch, Haphtaroth
40 a) G.2 circa 1380-1400 | Bible
41 | Nb | G. 4 circa 1400-10 Pentat., Megilloth, Haphtaroth, Job
42 | 3B | G. 1 dated 1419 Bible
43 | i | Add. 15251 dated 1448 Bible
44 | T | Or. 2370 dated 1460-61 Earlier Prophets
45 | A | Or. 1379 circa 1460 Pentateuch
46 | W | Or. 2210 dated 1468 Earlier Prophets
47 | M | Or. 2375 circa 1460-80 Hagiographa
48 | M | Or. 2348 dated 1469 Pentateuch




MSS. of entire Bibles and Portions thereof. (cont’d)

No. Description Date Content

49 | vd | G. 3 dated 1474 Pentateuch, Prophets

50 ] Or. 2211 dated 1475 Latter Prophets

51 | N) | Or. 2364 circa 1480 Pentateuch, Haphtaroth

52 | 33 | Or. 2626-28 dated 1483 Bible

53 | A | Or. 2349 dated 1490 Pentateuch

54 | T | Or. 1468 circa 1500 Pentateuch

55 | M | Or. 5404 Pentateuch

56 b Or. 2451 Pentateuch, Haphtaroth, Psalms

57 | 13 | Cambride Add. 465 Bible

58 | M3 | W. Bible

59 | ¥ | Or. 2369 Former Prophets

60 D Or. 2371 Former Prophets

61 | ND | Harley 5586 Pentateuch

62 | 2D | Add. 15283 Pentateuch, Haphtaroth, Megilloth

63 | A0 | Or. 2373 Hagiographa

64 | D | Harley 5715 Hagiographa

65 | 7D | Or. 2372 Latter Prophets

66 | WO | Harley 5721 Kings and Latter Prophets

67 | 1D | Add. 11657 Former and Latter Prophets

68 | MD | Harley 5509 Latter Prophets

69 | YD | Harley 5722 Former and Latter Prophets

70 | Y | Harley 5773 Pentateuch, Haphtaroth, Megilloth

71 | XY | Or. 2365 Pentateuch

72 | 3y | Leningrad Codex dated 1008-9 | Bible

73 | 3Y | Aleppo Codex circa 920 Bible

Ancient Versions.
Targum Onkelos .. ........................... DPNN DN = 8N
Targum Jonathan . .................iuuuueenn... i ouan ="n
Targum SYTiacC . . ..o vt i e D auAnN =0"N
Targum of 70 Elders (LXX) . . ... ...t . ohpt ' ananN =Y"n
Targum AramaiC . . . . ..o v vt vttt e WIN QNN ="N
Latin Vulgate . ..... ... ... ... W ANIN =9"N
Samaritan Pentateuch . .. ....................... MDY W = w'n
Samaritan Targum . . ... .. ... ..., R NN =N
Early editions of the entire Bible and paris thereof.
A.D. 1477---1524--5.

Psalms, Bologna? 1477 . ................ ‘KD 2bn = NN

Pentateuch, Bologna 1482
Prophets, Soncino 1485-1486
Hagiographa, Naples 1486-
1487

Pentateuch, Faraor Para 1487 .................. ‘20T =2"

................. RDBT=NKRM



First edition of the Bible, Soncino 1488 . ........... ADWIT =11

Pentateuch, Ixar 1490 . ....................... DW=
Pentateuch, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings.

Lisbon 1491 ... ... ... . ... e mowT =
Second edition, Naples circa 1491-1493 . ............ AR=) R
Pentateuch, Brescia 1492 . ...................... TDWPT =11
Isaiah and Jeremiah, Lisbon 1492 . ............... moDwPT="n"
Proverbs with Targum &c., Leiria 1492 . ............ B DB =1"
Third edition of the Bible, Brescia 1494 . ............ ORI =1

The Earlier Prophets, Pesaro with the Commentary of
Abravanel 1510-1511;
The Earlier Prophets with the Commentary of Kimchi,

Pesaro 1511 . ... ... .. ... ...t N DBT =N
The Latter Prophets, Pesaro 1515 . ............. 27 DWT =27
Fourth edition of the Bible, Pesaro 1511-17 ........ VY DeT ="
Psalms, Proverbs, Job and Daniel, Salonica 1515 ... 77 D¥®7 ="
Complutensian Polyglot . ..................... Y DB = Y17
Pentateuch, Venice 1516 . .................... 10 DB =13
First edition of the Rabbinic Bible by Felix Pratensis,

Bomberg Venice 1517 .. ..................... VDB =1
Bible 4°, Bomberg Venice 1521 . ................ Y owET =n"™
Second edition of the Rabbinic Bible by Jacob ben Chayim,

Bomberg Venice 1524-25 . .................... v oDwT =1n"™

Abbreviations.

Endofverse ....................... PIED M0 RAMINR = DN
Ben-Asherreading . ......................... TWNTI2 = N2
In another manuscript .......... DN ODD2 NN B0 = ND2
In another edition . ........................ ‘N DIBT2 = N1
In edition suchandsuch ........... 27T NP2 DB =213
Ben-Naphtali reading . .. ..................... Oner 2 =2
Anditistoberead .............. .. ..., P =P
Zaqeph Gadol . .. ... SRR =21
Smallletter . .. ... ... . ... e N
Zageph Qaton . ............... . ... R AP =p"
Manuscript, MSS . . . ........ ... . ... ... MTAND M 2AND=YD
Itiswritten . ... ... ... . . ... . P2 ="N>
Thereis [arelnot . .. ... ... ... . . . .. . ... =5
Another copy . ...........tiiiii... POPN NDN = K7
Possible correction . . . ........ ... .. ... . ... ... By =57
SEAET © . o et D=0
Another manuscript(s) . ............ DN 25D PN ED = KD
Endofverse ........... ... PIoR AR = B'D
See also . . ... ™
Parashah . ........... ... ... . ... ... R ="

Probable correction . ... ...... ... ... .. .. ... iahnats T = 5



Itistoberead . ....... ... ... ... P = ’P

Kennicott-De Rossi MSS . . . ... ... . ... Rl
Bigletter . ... ... ... ... Nan
The beginning of theverse ................... PIoE R =B
Telisha Gdolah ... ...................... MOV RSN = 3N

Telisha Ktanah . ........................ P NN = p"n
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42 . . e Mow By
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8l . . . . . N2 D5
86 . . . e Mo Big
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162. . . . o TPTD B33
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181. . v v o e by Bag
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